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Overview 

Today we will cover: 
 

×Brief description of the Beginning College Survey of 

Student Engagement (BCSSE) and the National  Survey of 

Student Engagement (NSSE) 
 

×Study results for Engagement Readiness of First-Year 

Students 



Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement 

Purpose of BCSSE is to measure entering first-year 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊŜ-college academic and co-curricular 

experiences, as well as their expectations and 

attitudes for participating in educationally purposeful 

activities during the first college year. 



Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement 

High School experiences include: 
üWriting 
üReading 
üStudying 
üLearning Strategies 
üQuantitative Reasoning 
üReflective Learning 

  
First-Year Expectations include: 
üWriting 
üReading 
üStudying 
üStudent-Faculty Interactions 
üDiscussion with Diverse Others 
üCollaborative Learning 
üPerceived Academic Preparedness 
üImportance of Supportive 

Environment 



Four reports are provided: 

1. BCSSE Report (Summer/Fall) 

2. BCSSE Advising (Summer/Fall) 

3. Grand Frequencies and Means (Fall) 

a) Overall 

b) Institution types 

4. BCSSE/NSSE report 

Beginning College Survey of Student Engagement 



National Survey of Student Engagement 

× NSSE collects data from undergraduate students regarding 

their academic engagement, campus environment, and 

other important characteristics of educational quality. 

× Administered annually to hundreds of baccalaureate level 

institutions across the US. 

× Since 2000, well over 4.5 million undergraduate students 

enrolled at more than 1,500 institutions have completed 

NSSE.  



National Survey of Student Engagement 

Engagement Indicators  
To represent the multi-dimensional nature of student engagement 
at national, sector, institutional, and intra-institutional levels, NSSE 
developed ten Engagement Indicators organized within four 
engagement themes:  



National Survey of Student Engagement 

Topical Modules 

In 2014, there were nine topical modules institutions could choose 

to add to the core survey. One of the nine modules was Academic 

Advising. 

 

The Academic Advising module examines students' experiences 

with academic advising, including frequency, accessibility, and 

types of information provided. It also asks students to identify their 

primary source of advice. 



Readiness to be Engaged 

College Readiness 
 

Traditional indicators of college readiness mainly 
focus on subject-specific high school academic 
preparation (Conley, 2007). 
×Student performance on math portions of 

standardized tests are used as an indicator 
for readiness to participate college-level 
quantitative study (ACT, 2010) 
×Remedial courses students take after 

entering college are often used to indicate 
that many students are not ready for 
college-level coursework.  

 
 

 



Readiness to be Engaged 

College Readiness 
 

However, these indicators do not reflect the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ meaningful 
engaged. 
×Just as prior academic achievement is an 

indicator of readiness for academic 
study in college, prior high school 
engagement is an indicator of readiness 
to be engaged in college. 

 
We know that engagement is linked with 
retention and graduation. 
×DiRamio study and 6 year graduation 

rates (AERA, 2011) 
 

 

Traditional indicators of college readiness 
mainly focus on subject-specific high school 
academic preparation (Conley, 2007). 

×student performance on math portions 
of standardized tests are used as an 
indicator for readiness to participate 
college-level quantitative study (ACT, 
2010) 
×remedial courses students take after 

entering college are often used to 
indicate that many students are not 
ready for college-level coursework.  



Questions . . . 
If a student has never 

experienced high levels of 
engagement in high school, 
is it reasonable that they will 
all of a sudden be highly 
engaged in college? 

 
 
 

Readiness to be Engaged 



Questions . . . 
If a student has never 

experienced high levels of 
engagement in high school, 
is it reasonable that they will 
all of a sudden be highly 
engaged in college? 

 
Do they know what it 

means to be highly engaged 
if they never experienced it? 

 
 

Readiness to be Engaged 



Consider this . . . . . 
 
 

Readiness to be Engaged 
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Readiness to be Engaged 
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Readiness to be Engaged 

Hours per week studying and writing drafts are just two examples. 
However, these results reveal that student high school behaviors 
are at times resilient and often persist into the first year of college. 
 
Should we have high expectations for studying? Of course, but we 
need to be realistic that very few students are going to start 
spending twice as much time studying in college as they did in high 
school. 

We can think of academic engagement 
behaviors as learned. . . . 



Readiness to be Engaged 

Scaffolding: ά! ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΣ 
provided by a more competent individual, 
that helps a learner successfully perform a 
task within his or her zone of proximal 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ όOrmrod, 2006). 
 
With regard to hours studying, we cannot 
άǇŜǊŦƻǊƳέ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ 
However, we can help students to recognize 
the time, effort, and cost associated with 
studying, within the context of their past 
behaviors. 
 
 

 

Engagement behaviors can be scaffolded. 



Readiness to be Engaged 

Whether it is studying or other types of 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ άŎƻǎǘǎέ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŀƴ 
that a student: 
ÅSpends less time on other more 

enjoyable activities 
ÅDoes not go home every weekend 
ÅRearranges their schedule 
ÅTakes a chance, does something 

they are not used to doing (e.g., 
speak up in class) 
ÅWhat examples do you think of?  

 
 

 

Engagement behaviors can be scaffolded. 



Readiness to be Engaged 

Think of the various forms of academic engagement we expect of students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not all students are well-equipped to know how to be highly engaged in all these 
activities. 
 
 

 

Engagement behaviors can be scaffolded. 

Interaction with faculty 
 

Interaction with 
diverse student body 

Engagement in a totally new 
environment that is for most 
part unstructured (compared 

to high school) 


