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Overview

Today we will cover:

 Brief description of the Beginning College Survey of 

Student Engagement (BCSSE)

• Purpose, survey content, administration, reports

Using BCSSE and NSSE data to better understand the 

question: “Are our students ready to be engaged on 

our campus?”



Purpose

Purpose of BCSSE is to measure entering first-

year students’ pre-college academic and co-

curricular experiences, as well as their 

expectations and attitudes for participating in 

educationally purposeful activities during the first 

college year.



Survey Content

There are 3 sections to the BCSSE survey

1) First section asks students about their high 

school experiences

2) Second section asks students about their 

expectations and beliefs regarding their first-year 

of college

3) The last section asks students about background 

characteristics.



Administration

Paper, Web, or Mixed Modes

1. Paper group administration

• Orientation, Welcome Week, etc.

2. Web group administration

• While students are in computer lab, etc.

3. Web email administration

• Web link emailed to students
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Survey Content

Many of these questions are designed to be 
matched with NSSE data.

NSSEBCSSE



Survey Content
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Survey Content

BCSSE Scales

High School Academic Engagement Engagement in educationally relevant 
behaviors during the last year of high school. 

Expected Academic Engagement
Expected engagement in educationally 
relevant behaviors during the first year of 
college. 

Expected Academic Perseverance Student certainty that they will persist in the 
face of academic adversity.

Expected Academic Difficulty Expected academic difficulty during the first 
year of college. 

Perceived Academic Preparation Student perception of their academic 
preparation.  

Importance of Campus Environment
Student-rated importance that the institution 
provides a challenging and supportive 
environment. 



Reports

Four reports are provided:

1. BCSSE Report (Summer/Fall 2010)

2. BCSSE Advising (Summer/Fall 2010)

3. Grand Frequencies and Means (Fall 2010)

a) Overall

b) Institution types

4. BCSSE/NSSE report (Summer 2011)



College Readiness to be Engaged

Indicators of college readiness (and need for 

remediation)  include performance on placement 

exams, ACT/SAT scores, GPA, etc (Conley, 2007).

These indicators however do not reflect the 

students’ readiness to be meaningful engaged. 

 Meaningful academic engagement are important predictors 

of persistence and academic performance in the first year 

(e.g., Reason, Terenzini, & Domingo, 2006). 



College Readiness to be Engaged

Research in behavioral consistency (Funder & Colvin, 

1991), personality (Ickes, Snyder, & Garcia, 1997), and 

others provide causal explanations as to why past 

engagement is predictive of future engagement.

Thus, just as academic proficiency is an indicator of 

readiness for college, prior high school engagement is an 

indicator of readiness to be engaged in college.
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College Readiness to be Engaged

Does a learning community help to remediate low past engagement?
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College Readiness to be Engaged

Are there gender differences in how high school engagement relates to 
FY engagement?
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Questions?



Thank you!

James S. Cole
colejs@indiana.edu

Wen Qi

Copy of the PowerPoint can be found at:
www.nsse.iub.edu

Click on “Papers & Presentations”

Indiana University Center for 
Postsecondary Research

mailto:colejs@indiana.edu�
http://www.nsse.iub.edu/�
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